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A kiss is just a kiss... unless it's in public in India.

India map reprinted under GNU Free Documentation License.A No matter how rampant is the injustice in the United
States criminal justice system, the situation ordinarily is worse abroad. Following is an example from India. A Film stars
Richard Gere andA Shilpa Shetty have arrest warrants against them for alleged obscenity, after he hugged and kissed
her repeatedly on the cheek, in a poor recreation of sorts from the Shall We Dance movie in which he starred. The
maximum possible penalty is three months in jail. The video is here, including shouts of approval from the audience.A It
is one thing for people to insist on maintaining the centuries-long general custom against public displays of romantic
expression in India. It is quite another to prosecute Gere and Shetty for obscenity. A Richard Gere kissed Shilpa Shetty
at an AIDS awareness event before four thousand truckers. Being mobile, truckers are a key source of the nationwide
epidemic spread of HIV/AIDS in India. A Harvard AIDS Review report says that: "The truckers' practice of hiring sex
workers en route stems not only from the extended periods of separation from their wives, but also from the prevalent
myth that spending long hours behind the truck's engine heats up the body. Many truckers believe they can rid
themselves of this harmful heat by having frequent sex."A One Time magazine reporter, originally from India, pointed out
that a smaller city magistrate issued the arrest warrants, doubts the arrest warrants will be served on Gere and Shetty
(how he knows that, | do not know), andA anticipatesA this whole affair will blow over soon enough. Although some
demonstrators have been burning Richard Gere's figure in effigy, it appears that plenty of establishment people oppose
the obscenity prosecution, includingA the Indian Express.A Richard Gere is not likely to stay out of India to avoid being
served any arrest warrant, seeing that he frequently visits the Dalai Lama at his exile base in Dharamsala, India. Ms.
Shetty is India-based both professionally and personally, and will not be staying out of the country, either. Jon Katz.
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